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directly and keenly interested in the Irish question,
and he sent an Italian Cardinal to Ireland to
make direct reports to him. The result was the
publication, in 1888, of a decree in which the
Pope formally condemned the Plan of Campaign,
which was the policy of the National League,
and boycotting, which was its favourite method.
The decree infuriated the Irish M.P.s, the great
majority of whom were themselves Catholics.
Manning himself considered the Plan of Cam-
paign " an abnormal but moral equity." He set
out his views at length :

" The English Government maintains itself in
Ireland by the help of 14,000 armed Constabulary,
a force of highly disciplined troops, and at least
28,000 of our regular army - that is, 42,000 armed
men.

" The Government of Ireland is in the hands
of officials, English, Scots, and Irish, almost ex-
clusively Protestant. Even the magistrates are
removable by Dublin Castle.

(C The effect of this is perpetual irritation,
suspicion, and resentment. The present Govern-
ment would fall to-morrow if it were not upheld
by this Protestant party. Law, order, and
authority may be maintained, but at the cost of
violating the moral justice by which alone nations
are governed.